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Treehouse Honored as a Bank of America Neighborhood Builder

Award will provide $200K; just one of mounting accolades

 for Western Washington non-profit in 2008

Treehouse—the Seattle-based non-profit agency that has been filling the needs of King County foster kids for 20 years—has been recognized for its outstanding community work by the Bank of America Charitable Foundation. Treehouse received the Foundation’s Neighborhood Excellence Initiative (NEI) Neighborhood Builder award, which includes $200,000 in unrestricted grant funding over the next two years. 

During an award ceremony at McCaw Hall on Thursday, October 30, Janis Avery, executive director of Treehouse, accepted the honor. She stressed the importance of grants like the Neighborhood Builder award in helping community nonprofits achieve their goals. 

“There’s often a gap between what non-profits want to accomplish and what is financially possible,” said Avery. “Companies like Bank of America make dreams a reality. In the case of Treehouse, their award will help us support the more than 4,400 kids who use our services each year.” Treehouse provides a wide range of services and material support to kids living in foster care including clothes, toys, tutoring, and  funding for extracurricular activities. 

Treehouse was one of two Puget Sound non-profits to receive Neighborhood Builder Awards this year. The other was Housing Hope, which is dedicated to providing safe and affordable housing to low-income families. To date, Bank of America has donated over $2.2 million in annual NEI awards in Puget Sound.

The Bank of America NEI Neighborhood Builder award is one of several accolades Treehouse has earned in 2008. In September, Avery traveled to Washington DC to accept an Angel in Adoption award from the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute. Washington State Congressman Jim McDermott nominated Treehouse for the honor.

Treehouse was also recently selected to benefit from Strangercrombie 2008, The Stranger’s annual auction and fundraiser. The organization was chosen by popular vote through The Stranger’s blog. 

“We have a lot of friends and without them we couldn’t make the impact we do,” said Avery. “While receiving awards is important and appreciated by our organization and all our volunteers, our true reward comes from seeing the hope and joy in the faces of the kids we’re able to support.” 

In late November, Avery will be personally recognized by the Puget Sound Business Journal, who has named the local leader to their 2008 “Women of Influence” list. 

ABOUT TREEHOUSE

Treehouse is uniquely committed to improving the lives of our kids living in foster care. Founded in 1988, its mission is simple: to give foster kids a childhood and a future. 

The organization was born after a group of Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) caseworkers, frustrated by the lack of resources for extras for kids in their care, started raising money in their spare time to fund extracurricular activities and other typical childhood experiences. This group of professionals formed the Children’s Fund, which was later named Treehouse. 

Over time, the support programs evolved into the current suite of enrichment and education programs and acquired a track record of success in helping foster children thrive – now and in the future. Treehouse has grown tremendously in 20 years, but its core has not changed. It is still a community effort that depends on the dedication and support of volunteers and donors. 

Last year, more than 4,400 foster kids in our community used Treehouse services.

For more information on Treehouse or to find out how to help, please visit http://www.treehouseforkids.org.

ABOUT BANK OF AMERICA

Building on a long-standing tradition of investing in the communities it serves, Bank of America will embark in 2009 on a new, ten-year goal to donate $2 billion to nonprofit organizations engaged in improving the health and vitality of their neighborhoods. Funded by Bank of America, the Bank of America Charitable Foundation gave more than $200 million in 2007, making the bank the most generous financial institution in the world and the second largest donor of all US corporations in cash contributions. Bank of America approaches giving through a national strategy called “neighborhood excellence” under which it works with local leaders to identify and meet the most pressing needs of individual communities. Through Team Bank of America, bank associate volunteers contributed more than 650,000 hours in 2007 to enhance the quality of life in their communities nationwide. For more information about Bank of America Corporate Philanthropy, please visit www.bankofamerica.com/foundation. 

###

